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NATIONAL ADAPTATION 

STRATEGIES IN EUROPE 

Austria is one of… 

 24 European countries that have adopted a 

national adaptation strategy  

 19 countries with a national adaptation 

action plan  

 15 countries with monitoring, reporting 

and evaluation systems in place or 

currently developing MRE systems (as of 

2017) 

 

 

EEA member countries with national adaptation strategies  

(in green; status: 06/2018) 

Source: CLIMATE-ADAPT 

(http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/countries-regions/countries) 
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ADAPTATION POLICY CYCLE 
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ADAPTATION POLICY PROCESS AND GOVERNANCE 
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Monitoring, 

evaluation, policy 

revision 

Source: C3-Alps Project, Conceptual model of the components and processes of the 

climate change adaptation policy field (based on Menzel et al., 2012) http://www.alpine-

space.org/2007-2013/uploads/tx_txrunningprojects/Country-Report_Austria_Clim-Adapt-

Policies-and-Governance_20130930.pdf  
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AUSTRIAN ADAPTATION POLICY PROCESS 

Kick off and 

political 

mandate  

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016  2017

  

Start of NAS/NAP 

Development process: 

Stakeholder involvement 

Austrian Adaptation 

Strategy (NAS) & Action 

Plan (NAP) adopted  

NAS/NAP taken note 

of by the provinces  

1st Progress Report on 

Adaptation published 

Main responsibility, process owner:  

Federal Ministry of Sustainability and Tourism 
 

Support unit: Environment Agency Austria 

Start work on Monitoring 

including stakeholders 

Climate – and Energy 

Funds establishes research 

program (ACRP) 

NAS & NAP 2.0 
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Revised 

NAS/NAP 



NAS + NAP: DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
 Process start: 2007 

 > 2 years long broad, 

inclusive national 

participation process  

 Covering all intensity levels 

of stakeholder involvement: 

information, consultation, 

active involvement in policy 

drafting 

 16 stakeholder workshops 

(2009-2011); 106 

institutions (> 670 

persons) actively involved 

 NAS + NAP delivered in 

one package 

Policy 

output 

NAS + NAP approved by Austrian 

Council of Ministers (Oct. 2012); taken 

note of by Assembly of Provincial 

Governors (May 2013) 
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COORDINATION FRAMEWORK IN AUSTRIA (I) 
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Political mandate: NAS anchored as goal in the federal government 

program 2008-2013 (participatory NAS development) and 2013-2018 

(implementation & evaluation) 

Coordination responsibility at federal level, ‘policy owner’: Federal 

Ministry of Sustainability and Tourism, Div. Climate & Air Quality 

Semi-public support unit: Environment Agency Austria 

Participatory NAS development process has fulfilled horizontal & 

vertical coordination functions (temporary coordination arrangement) 

Process has created critical mass of qualified actors and stakeholder 

network  

Basis for informal coordination across levels during implementation stage 

(cooperation, ‘soft’ governance) 
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NAS + NAP: OVERVIEW IN A NUTSHELL 
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 Country-wide strategic 

framework for coordinated and 

coherent action in a partnership 

approach 

 Integrated, broad, multi-/ cross-

sectorial strategy 

Part I: Strategic 

framework/Context 

 Policy objectives, international 

and EU context, guiding 

principles, prioritisation criteria, 

cross-cutting recommendations, 

social aspects, good practice 

examples, knowledge resources 

& implementation support, … 

14 activity fields 132 recommendations for action 

Part II: Action Plan 
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FEDERAL STATES / PROVINCES 
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©  Umweltbundesamt, status April 2018 

Vienna 

Lower Austria 

Styria 
Burgenland 

Upper Austria 

Carinthia 

Salzburg 
Tyrol 

Vorarlberg 
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COORDINATION FRAMEWORK IN AUSTRIA (II) 
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Provincial climate coordination officers/units: 

 Main responsibility for provincial adaptation strategies and action plans 

 Main agents of vertical coordination / cooperation towards federal level and 

regional/local level 

 Responsible for horizontal coordination within provincial governments & 

administration 

Crucial intermediaries between levels, sectors and other provinces 

Conference of Provincial Environmental Ministers (LURK) + Conference of 

Provincial Climate Ministers (LKRK): 

 Political deliberations and decision-making on environmental + climate issues 

requiring cooperation of provinces and federal government  often trend-

setting for national policy-making 
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MONITORING - FIRST PROGRESS REPORT (2015) 
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 Joint consideration of both monitoring components allowed drawing a broad 

picture of state of implementation of the NAS and of key adaptation trends in 

Austria 

 Implementation is happening, but strong differences between sectors and 

significant adaptation gaps exist 

Sectors which advanced most in terms of progress and show a promising trend: 

forest management, water management, natural hazard management, agriculture 

Conclusions & key messages 

 Implementation needs to be reinforced 

Mainstreaming: integration of aspects of climate change into all relevant 

legislation, instruments, plans, decisions needs to be strengthened 
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FIRST PROGRESS REPORT (2015) 
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 Institutionalised cooperation of the 

Federal and the Provincial 

Governments should be enhanced 

 Progress report has been taken 

note of by the Federal 

Government (Sept 2015) and the 

Assembly of Provincial Governors 

(May 2016) 

 Political mandate to policy 

makers and public 

administration 
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COORDINATION FRAMEWORK IN AUSTRIA (III) 
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 Important resolution of the LURK (2015): Commitment to intensifying the 

cooperation between Federal Ministry and the provinces “under NAS umbrella”: 

 Regular coordination talks 

 Joint strengthening of and support for municipalities 

 Joint thematic work groups on complex, cross-cutting actions of the NAS 

requiring cooperation between levels 

Joint framework implementation plan 2016/2017 for prioritised issue areas 

 In general: Informal vertical coordination and ad-hoc interactions 

predominate, are well-rehearsed and are important in Austria 

Soft, cooperation-based multi-level governance benefits much from relations & 

networks built during participatory NAS/NAP development 

Cooperation over coordination 
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NAS & NAP 2.0 - AS „LIVING DOCUMENTS“ 

 Council of Ministers on 22. August 2017  

 Approved  by the “governors of the provinces"  in November 2017 

download: 

 

Part1 - Context: 

http://archiv.bundeskanzl

eramt.at/DocView.axd?

CobId=66868  

 

Part 2 – Action Plan: 

http://archiv.bundeskanzl

eramt.at/DocView.axd?

CobId=66869 
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ADAPTATION STRATEGIES AND ACTION 

PLANS IN THE FEDERAL STATES 
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provincial adaptation strategy adopted 

adaptation measures mainstreamed/incorporated in sector policies 

adaptation measures/aspects included in existing climate and 

energy program 

©  Umweltbundesamt, status April 2018 

integrated mitigation and adaptation strategy adopted 

Vienna 

Lower Austria 

Styria 
Burgenland 

Upper Austria 

Carinthia 

Salzburg 
Tyrol 

Vorarlberg 

Diversity of implementation modes 
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INFORMATION PROVISION & KNOWLEDGE BROKERAGE 
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National Climate  

Adaptation Portal 

www.klimawandelanpassung.at  

Digital Austrian Adaptation 

Newsletter 

o every 3-4 months, free of cost 

o several hundred recipients, 

very well received 

 

Searchable database of 

adaptation activities 

o projects, practice measures 

o currently about 500 entries 

http://www.klimawandelanpassung.at/
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KLAR! – FUNDING PROGRAMME FOR CLIMATE  

ADAPTATION MODEL REGIONS 

New funding program of the Climate and Energy Funds (budget: 

800,000 €, ~ 1 Billion Won) 

 Target group: municipalities and regions 

Manpower and awareness-raising measures are grant-aided (no funding 

of investments)  installment of CCA model region managers 

Coordination with national and provincial adaptation policies is important 

min. 2 municipalities, approx. 3.000 – 60.000 inhabitants 

 25 % co-financing by municipalities obligatory (up to one half thereof as in-

kind contribution) 

 

 
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ALLOCATION OF KLAR! MODEL REGIONS 

ACROSS AUSTRIA  

 20 regions selected for 

funding 

 2- 32 municipalities per 

region 

 In total: 201 municipalities 

with 462,000 inhabitants 

 Each province represented 

 Regions cover diversity of 

municipality types and 

climatic conditions 
©  Climate and Energy Funds 2018; Tiles ©  Esri — Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ 
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FUTURE DIRECTION 
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Review of the concept for showcasing 

progress (M&E 2.0) 

2nd  progress report by 2020 

Additional dialogue events (sector specific 

and regional…), 2018-2019 

 Indicators for quality assurance 

More relevance of social aspects 

 Information- and capacity building 

activities 
Quelle: www.pixabay.com 
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Contact & Information 

Markus Leitner, with contribution from A. Prutsch, J. Buergel, W. Lexer and B. Kronberger-

Kieswetter (BMNT) 

Environment Agency Austria 

Dep. Environmental Impact Assessment & Climate Change 

0043 (0)1 31304-3536 

markus.leitner@umweltbundesamt.at 

 

Umweltbundesamt 

www.umweltbundesamt.at 
Seoul, South Korea  10 July 2018 
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European Climate Change  

Adaptation Conference 
http://ecca2019.eu/  

Conference themes: 

• Data, methods and approaches in CCA & DRR 

• Co-production of knowledge and solutions 

• Communication and decision support 

• Institutions, governance and citizens 

• Global challenges and CCA & DRR 

• Climate risk management and Resilience  

 

28–31 May 2019 
CCB, Lisbon 

http://ecca2019.eu/

